_OF ILLINOIS

Minutes of August 7, 2025

Officers: Hershel Jackson, Chair, Rock Island
Jae Jin Pak, Vice-Chair, Chicago
Riley Anderson, Secretary, luka
Emma Danielson, Treasurer, Springfield

Members: Eric Brown, Rockford
Lisa Cesal, Naperville
Timotheus Gordon, Chicago
Edward Heflin, Macomb
Michael Kenney, ISBE
Rachael Mellen, Peru
Saul Morse, Springfield
John Paschedag, Edwardsville
Patrick Rhein, DSE
Sara Witherell, Galesburg
Emily Witt, INCIL Representative

Staff: Shelly Richardson, Executive Director
Tara Dunning, Financial Manager

Thursday, August 7, 2025

Call to Order: The quarterly meeting of the Council was called to order on Thursday,
August 7, at 9:31 a.m. by Chairperson Hershel Jackson. He welcomed attendees,
confirmed the presence of a quorum, and read the SILC Mission Statement.

Approval of the Agenda: Today's agenda was reviewed, and a motion was made by
Paschedag to approve the agenda as presented. The motion was seconded by Anderson
and the motion carried.

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of May 2025, were presented for review.

Motion: Anderson moved to approve the minutes of May 7, 2025, meeting, with one
correction. Pak seconded. The motion carried.

Approved: Nov 12 2025



Chair’s Report:

Newly elected Chairperson Hershel Jackson shared the committees and boards on which
he serves, including the SPIL Advocacy Advisory Group, Emergency Preparedness
Advisory Group, Transportation Advisory Group, a transportation committee in Rock
Island, and the Association of Programs for Rural Independent Living (APRIL).

Executive Director’s Report:

In May, Richardson and Hunt presented at the Access & Functional Needs meeting in
Normal, llinois. She continues to participate in the SILC Peer Support monthly calls with
other SILCs nationwide. On the national front, the National SILC (NASILC), National
Council on Independent Living (NCIL), and APRIL have joined forces to present a
consistent message and united voice in response to funding cuts.

Richardson attended the Access & Functional Needs Symposium virtually on July 9-10
and, later in the month, traveled to Chicago for a transportation meeting on July 29 with
Karen Tamley of Access Living, Laura Saltzman from the lllinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), and newly appointed [DOT Secretary Gia Biagi. She also
discussed plans for the annual transportation meeting, scheduled to be held in the SILC
office on September 3, 2025, and shared her intention to host meetings across lllinois
with Centers for Independent Living (CILs) to address transportation issues. Additionally,
she has been invited to join the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAF), a role
that includes a $3,600 stipend.

In program updates, Richardson reported that the July 9 webinar on resume writing drew
19 participants; however, the recording cannot be posted due to restrictions. Looking
ahead, SILC will host a webinar on August 27 with Taylor Sweeting titled “Why Can’t You
Understand Me? A Personal Look at Autism.”

Finally, Richardson noted that the lllinois Institute for Rural Affairs has informed her they
will no longer be able to facilitate the Centers for Independent Living's annual consumer
satisfaction survey, which will require SILC to determine an alternative approach moving
forward.

Outreach Committee Report:

Committee Chairperson Pak reported that Cesal and Gordon have been reappointed to
SILC for a second three-year term, and Eric Brown has been appointed to his first term,
Reappointment for Jae Jin Pak is pending, as are appointments for Charles Smith of
Bloomington and Chelsea Jones of Springfield. Edward Heflin has resigned due to health
reasons. He noted that several vacancies remain on the Council and encouraged
members to consider potential candidates for recruitment.

Operations Committee Report:
Committee Chairperson Gordon reported that the Operations Committee will begin
reviewing the Bylaws to make minor revisions and clarify certain requirements.

Approved: Nov 12 2025



Treasurer’s Report:
The financial reports for April, May and June 2025 were presented for review and
approval.

MOTION: A motion to approve the financial reports for was made by Paschedag and
seconded by Anderson. Motion carried.

INCIL Report:
INCIL representative Emily Witt reported that the Home Modification Program completed

87 projects. She noted that the fiscal year 2026 contract for home modifications is valued
at $3.5 million. Witt also provided updates on recent Medicaid funding cuts and the
ongoing closures of nursing homes.

State Agency Reports

Designated State Entity (DSE) Report:

Patrick Rhein, DSE representative, reported that the department is currently fully funded
and operations are proceeding as usual.

lllinois State Board of Education (ISBE) Report:
Mike Keeney, representative from the lllinois State Board of Education ({SBE), reported
that operations are continuing as usual at the agency.

Advisory Group Reports

Advocacy Advisory Group Report: Richardson directed members to the minutes of the
last Advisory Group meeting in July and provided a brief update on the advocacy goals,
objectives, and activities.

Employment Advisory Group Report: Mellen directed members to the minutes of the
last Advisory Group meeting in July and provided updates on the employment goals,
objectives, and activities.

Housing Advisory Group Report: Paschedag directed members to the minutes of the
last Advisory Group meeting in July and provided updates on the housing goals,
objectives, and activities.

Transportation Advisory Group Report: Heflin directed members to the minutes of the
last Advisory Group meeting in July and provided updates on the transportation goals,
objectives, and activities.

Adjournment:
A motion was made by Anderson to adjourn the meeting of the Statewide Independent

Living Council of lllinois at 2:11 p.m. Paschedag seconded the motion and the meeting
adjourned.
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Approved: Nov 12 2025



