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Minutes of February 5, 2025

Officers: Grace Tsao, Chair, Hoffman Estates
Hershel Jackson, Vice-Chair, Rock Island

Members: Anna Austin, DSE, Springfield
Riley Anderson, luka
Heather Baker, Calhoun
Casey Burke, IDHS, Division of DD
Lisa Cesal, Naperville
Emma Danielson, Springfield
Timotheus Gordon, Chicago
Edward Heflin, Macomb
Michael Kenney, ISBE, Chicago
Rachael Mellen, Peru
Saul Morse, Springfield
Jae Jin Pak, Chicago
Sara Witherell, Galesburg
Emily Witt, INCIL Representative, Sterling

Staff: Shelly Richardson, Executive Director
Tara Dunning, Financial Manager

Guests: John Herring, INCIL, Springfield
Julia Speakman, IDHS, Division of Mental Health

Wednesday, February 5, 2025

Call to Order: The quarterly meeting of the Council was called to order on Wednesday,
February 5 at 10:32am by Chairperson Grace Tsao. Chairperson Tsao welcomed
attendees and confirmed a quorum was present. Introductions were made and SILC's
mission statement was read by Chairperson Tsao.




Approval of Minutes: The minutes of November 2024 were presented for review.

MOTION: A motion was made by Saul Morse to approve the minutes of the November
2024 meeting with one correction. The motion was seconded by Lisa Cesal. Motion
passed.

Chair’s Report:

¢ Tsao recognized the challenges following the election and stressed the importance
of unified support for the disability community.

e Tsao reminded Council members of the annual review of the Executive Director,
which is set to begin shortly, and watch for the email evaluation form.

e Tsao proudly announced that SILC has successfully secured an increase in funding
and expressed her gratitude to Richardson for her efforts in making this budget
boost a reality.

Executive Director’s Report:

Shelly Richardson shared that the organization received $94,000 in funding for Innovation
and Expansion (| & E Funds) set to begin in fiscal year 2026 (July 1, 2025). She
emphasized the need to focus more on transportation goals, acknowledging the ongoing
discussions with Director Rahnee Patrick and Ryan Croke from the Governor’s office.

Other updates include:

o Director Richardson reported participating in a roundtable discussion with Amtrak
to improve services for people with disabilities, where she contributed meaningfu!
feedback.

e Shelly stated she did sign onto a letter expressing concern about recent agency
freezes on SILC’s behalf.

¢ Richardson stated she will be attending SILC Congress in March, where she plans
to discuss advocacy plans with other SILC directors.

¢ Dunning created a new transportation complaint form on SILC’s website that will
be distributed across agencies io gather complaints for further action.

+ Shelly intends to join a transportation advisory council for rural affairs led by
Lieutenant Governor Stratton.

e Dunning created a new SurveyMonkey to streamline data collection from centers
for the State Plan for Independent Living, helping track information for annual
performance reporting.

e A webinar “The Untold Stories of Black Deaf People & History” is scheduled for
February 21st at 2:00 p.m., currently there are 59 people registered.

* Richardson is scheduled to speak on May 9th at a conference hosted by the lllincis
Department of Public Health, which will bring together emergency management
professionals and department heads from across the state. She will be presenting
alongside Thane Hunt from Advocates for Access, discussing how Centers for
Independent Living (ClLs) can contribute to emergency preparedness.

» Richardson reported she is becoming more involved with the National Association
of Statewide Independent Living Councils (NASILC) and is now part of their
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advocacy team. At the upcoming SILC Congress, the team will vote on the top two
issues to focus on, with transportation being a likely priority.

» She also met with Elizabeth Tender, a new VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America)
with Hope Fair Housing, to discuss housing terminology for people with disabilities.

¢ Richardson participated in an interview with the University of lllincis Chicago,
where she discussed transportation challenges with IDOT-hired professors and
other experts, including Emily Dobson and Ed Heflin.

+ Richardson registered for the RTAC conference, which will take place from March
4th to 6th in Springfield, focusing on transportation issues, particularly non-
emergency medical transportation.

¢ Richardson reported she was invited to speak on a panel hosted by the LEND
(Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and Related Disabilities) program
on April 24th, where she will discuss leadership styles, skills, and qualities of a good
leader.

Outreach Committee Report:

Richardson announced with pleasure that the Governor's office has confirmed Sara
Witherell's reappointment. However, reappointments for Campuzano and Cesal are still
pending. Additionally, there are two vacant positions yet to be filled.

She reminded Council members that the election for new officers will take place at the
May 7th Council meeting. Richardson encouraged members to consider potential
nominees carefully and to seek their consent before making a nomination.

Operations Committee Report:
Richardson announced that the review and update of SILC’s current bylaws has been
temporarily postponed.

Treasurer’s Report:
The financial reports for October, November and December 2024 were presented for
review and approval.

MOTION: A motion to approve the financial reports for was made by Rachael Mellen and
seconded by Saul Morse. Motion carried.

INCIL Report:
INCIL representative Emily Witt reported that ClLs are preparing for potential changes
under the new administration, though many uncertainties remain.

She also provided an update on the Home Modification Program, noting that 67 projects
have been successfully completed. However, INCIL has confirmed that funding for the
program has been exhausted for this fiscal year, and they are hopeful for renewed funding.
Despite a $3.5 billion reduction in state funding, CILs continue to advocate for increased
financial support.



Designated State Entity (DSE) Report:

DSE Representative Anna Austin reported that despite ongoing uncertainties, the State
continues to operate as usual. She noted that DHS is actively working on contracts and
ensuring they are properly funded.

Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) Report:

DDD Representative Casey Burke reported that the agency is moving full steam ahead
with the implementation of the Dignity in Pay Act, a five-year plan to phase out
subminimum wage and 14c certificates.

As part of this effort, DDD has already increased the hourly rate for group-supported
employment, effective January 1, 2025. Additionally, training will be provided for 14c
certificate holders to support the transition. Grants will also be available to assist
approximately 60 agencies and 3,000 individuals currently participating in these
employment programs.

lllinois State Board of Education (ISBE) Report:

Keeney reported that ISBE is maintaining its current operations while awaiting further
developments. Despite the uncertainty, grants under ISBE’s management continue to
function as usual. The agency remains in a wait-and-see pattern but is proceeding with
business as usual for now.

Guest Speaker: Julia Speakman, IDHS, Division of Mental Health:

Julia Speakman is the Statewide Accessibility & Accommodation Coordinator for Mental
Health Services for People who are Deaf, Hard of Hearing, DeafBlind, and Late-Deafened
was present to discuss mental health resources, including the 988 crisis helpline, the
Living Room Program, and the Behavioral Health Care and Ongoing Navigation (BECON)
website (https://beacon.illinois.gov).

Advocacy Advisory Group Report: Chairperson Tsao directed members to the minutes
of the last Advisory Group meeting in January and provided a brief update on the
advocacy goals, objectives, and activities.

Employment Advisory Group Report: Baker directed members to the minutes of the
last Advisory Group meeting in January and provided updates on the employment goals,
objectives, and activities.

Housing Advisory Group Report: Richardson directed members to the minutes of the
last Advisory Group meeting in January and provided updates on the housing goals,
objectives, and activities.




Transportation Advisory Group Report: Heflin directed members to the minutes of the
last Advisory Group meeting in January and provided updates on the transportation goals,
objectives, and activities.

Adjournment:
A motion was made by Pak to adjourn the meeting of the Statewide Independent Living
Council of lllinois at 2:11 p.m. Mellen seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned.

John Paschedag, Sgcre
Signed: éj},&%
Date: Pt -5
Approved: May 7, 2025




