OF ILLINOIS

Minutes of February 4, 2026

Officers: Hershel Jackson, Chair, Rock Island
Jae Jin Pak, Vice-Chair, Chicago
Riley Anderson, Secretary, luka

Members: Eric Brown, Rockford
Lisa Cesal, Naperville
Timotheus Gordon, Chicago
Michael Keeney, ISBE
Rachael Mellen, Peru
Saul Morse, Springfield
John Paschedag, Edwardsville
Patrick Rhein, DSE
Charles Smith, Bloomington
Emily Witt, INCIL Representative

Staff: Shelly Richardson, Executive Director
Tara Dunning, Financial Manager

Wednesday, February 4, 2026

Call to Order: The quarterly meeting of the Council was called to order at 10:32 a.m. on
Wednesday, February 4, by Chairperson Hershel Jackson. He welcomed attendees, confirmed a
quorum was present, and read the Council’s mission statement.

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of November 12, 2025, were presented for review.

MOTION: Paschedag moved to approve the minutes of November 12, 2025 meeting, Anderson
seconded. The motion carried.

Chair’s Report:
Chairperson Jackson reported on his activities over the past several months, including completing

and submitting the annual Program Performance Report (PPR) in collaboration with DHS. He
highlighted continued involvement in committee work, partner and stakeholder engagement, and
support of SPIL and SILC initiatives.

Executive Director’s Report:

Richardson reported relief that a prolonged federal government shutdown was avoided and noted
that a continuing resolution is in place, ensuring funding through the end of September of the
current fiscal year. Future funding beyond that period remains uncertain.
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Richardson also reported concerns regarding a recent request from DHS for financial
documentation related to Innovation and Expansion (I&E) funding. It was explained that the
request seeks more detailed allocation information than has historically been required, despite
the funding being included as a lump sum within the annual vendor contract. Clarification was
requested from DHS regarding the scope, timing, and expectations of the request, including
whether the funding was intended for one year or across the three-year SPIL period.

Outreach Committee Report:
Committee Chair Jae Jin Pak announced the appointments of Chelsea Jones and Charles Smith
and noted that three vacancies remain on the Council.

Operations Committee Report:

Committee Chair TJ Gordon reported that clarification has been received confirming the Open
Meetings Act does not apply to the Council. Despite this clarification, bylaws updates remain on
hold and have not yet been finalized.

Treasurer’s Report:
Dunning directed Council members to the financial reports for October, November, and December
2025 for their review and approval.

MOTION: A motion to approve the financial reports for was made by Morse and seconded by
Brown. Motion carried.

INCIL Report: INCIL representative Emily Witt reported ongoing discussions among CIL directors
regarding legislative advocacy priorities related to potential funding requests. Two primary funding
asks are under consideration: renewal of Home Modification funding and increased funding for
Centers for Independent Living. Directors are evaluating whether to pursue one or both requests
and are identifying which leaders are willing to engage directly with legislators.

lllinois Council on Developmental Disabilities Presentation:

Kimberly Mercer-Schleider provided an overview of the lllinois Council on Developmental
Disabilities (ICDD), noting it is a federally funded state agency established under the
Developmental Disabilities Bill of Rights Act. The Act created three core entities in every state and
territory: Developmental Disabilities Councils, Protection and Advocacy agencies (in lllinois, Equip
for Equality), and University Centers for Excellence on Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD),
which in lliinois is housed at the University of lllinois Chicago'’s Institute on Disability.

It was explained that these entities, along with Centers for Independent Living and SILCs, receive
funding through the Administration for Community Living (ACL) within the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services and operate as an interconnected network. Recent federal budget
action was highlighted, confirming flat funding for these programs through the end of Federal
Fiscal Year 2026, providing greater stability for planning purposes.

Kimberly further described ICDD's role in implementing the DD Act by identifying system gaps,
advancing systems change, promoting community living for people with developmental
disabilities, and ensuring that individuals and families have opportunities for education, advocacy,
and engagement with state government. ICDD also uses federal funds to support grant-funded
initiatives, including a recent collaboration with the Department of Human Services to pilot a
housing navigation program tailored specifically to people with developmental disabilities.
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State Agency Reports

Designated State Entity (DSE) Report:

Patrick Rhein reported that there were no significant updates at this time, as final budget details
are still pending. It was noted that, to date, no funding cuts have been identified for Division of
Rehabilitation Services programs, including vocational rehabilitation, and services are continuing
as normal. Members were encouraged to refer individuals in need of home services or vocational
rehabilitation services to the agency.

lllinois State Board of Education (ISBE):

Michael Keeney reported no new updates at this time, noting that operations continue as usual
and budgets remain unaffected. Federal grant activities are proceeding as planned, with no
changes identified. Overall, the agency remains in a steady, status-quo position.

Advisory Group Reports

Advocacy Advisory Group Report:

Jackson referred members to the January Advocacy Advisory Group meeting minutes and
shared a brief overview of current advocacy goals, objectives, and activities.

Emergency Preparedness Advisory Group Report:
Brown referred members to the January Emergency Preparedness Advisory Group meeting
minutes and shared a brief overview of current advocacy goals, objectives, and activities.

Employment Advisory Group Report:
Mellen referred members to the January Employment Advisory Group meeting minutes and
shared a brief overview of current advocacy goals, objectives, and activities.

Housing Advisory Group Report:
Richardson and Paschedag referred members to the January Housing Advisory Group meeting
minutes and shared a brief overview of current advocacy goals, objectives, and activities.

Transportation Advisory Group Report:
Anderson referred members to the January Transportation Advisory Group meeting minutes and
shared a brief overview of current advocacy goals, objectives, and activities.

Adjournment:
A motion was made by Paschedag to adjourn the meeting of the Statewide Independent Living

Council of lllinois at 2:32 p.m. Morse seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned.
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Riley Anderson, Secretary Date
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