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Minutes of June 24, 2026 
 
Officers:   Hershel Jackson, Chair, Rock Island 

Jae Jin Pak, Vice-Chair, Chicago 
Riley Anderson, Secretary, Iuka 

 
Members:   Eric Brown, Rockford 
    Timotheus Gordon, Chicago 
    Chelsea Jones, Springfield 
    Michael Keeney, ISBE, Chicago 

Rachael Mellen, Peru 
Saul Morse, Springfield 
John Paschedag, Edwardsville  
Emily Witt, INCIL Representative 

            
Staff:    Shelly Richardson, Executive Director 

Tara Dunning, Financial Manager 
 
 
Wednesday, June 24, 2026 
 
Call to Order: The specially called meeting of the Council was called to order at 1:01 p.m. 
on Wednesday, June 24, by Chairperson Hershel Jackson. He welcomed attendees, 
confirmed a quorum was present and reviewed the purpose of today's meeting. 
 
Approval of Fiscal Year 2027 Budget: The Council reviewed and discussed the draft budget 
for July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027.   
 
MOTION: Rachael Mellen moved to approve the FY2027 budget with one amendment: 
transferring $2,000 from the Training & Education line item to the Consulting line item. 
Motion seconded by Saul Morse.  Motion carried.   
 
Discuss Retreat & Quarterly Meeting on August 5 & 6, 2026: 
Chairperson Jackson opened the discussion about the August Board Retreat by asking 
members what training topics or areas they felt would be most beneficial for the Board. 
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Mellen suggested training on Robert’s Rules of Order and perhaps a refresher on roles and 
responsibilities of a board member.   
 
Richardson discussed a recorded SILC 101 presentation on the Independent Living Training 
and Technical Assistance Center (IL T&TA) she feels will be helpful to all Council members.   
 
The Board agreed that the August 5 retreat will focus on Board governance and Robert's 
Rules of Order training. Several resources and potential speakers were suggested for staff to 
explore.  
 
On August 6, the Board will have already completed the SILC 101 training and Paula McElwee 
from IL T&TA will present virtually to discuss and answer questions.   
 
Review and Discussion of Executive Director’s Evaluation: 
Chairperson Jackson announced that the Board would next discuss the Executive Director's 
evaluation and requested a motion to enter into closed executive session to consider 
personnel matters. 
 
MOTION: Jae Jin Pak motioned to go into closed session at 1:42 pm. Saul Morse seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried.   
 
MOTION: Emily Witt motioned to come out of closed session at 2:30 pm.  Saul Morse 
seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
Chairperson Jackson reported that the newly elected officers will take the lead in following 
up with Executive Director Richardson regarding her evaluation and any related decisions or 
next steps. 
 
Adjournment: 
A motion was made by Emily Witt to adjourn the meeting of the Statewide Independent Living 
Council of Illinois at 2:36p.m. Saul Morse seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned.  
 
 
____________________________   ____________________ 
Riley Anderson, Secretary     Date 
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