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Shelly Richardson, Executive Director
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Call to Order: The quarterly meeting of the Council was called to order on Wednesday,

May 7 at 10:33am by Chairperson Grace Tsao. Chairperson Tsao welcomed attendees
and confirmed a quorum was present.



Approval of Minutes: The minutes of February 2025 were presented for review.

MOTION: A motion was made by Anderson to approve the minutes of the February 2025
meeting. The motion was seconded by Emily Witt. Motion passed.

Chair’s Report:
Chairperson Tsao reported that it is time to appoint new chairpersons for SILC’s standing
committees and SPIL advisory groups. They are below ~

Operations Committee: Timotheus Gordon
Outreach Committee: Jae Jin Pak
Advocacy Advisory Group: Hershel Jackson
Emergency Advisory Group: Riley Anderson
Employment Advisory Group: Rachael Mellen
Housing Advisory Group: John Paschedag
Transportation Advisory Group: Edward Heflin

Grace reported that her term with the State Rehabilitation Council (SRC) has ended,
and Shelly Richardson will now serve as the SILC representative.

She also shared that her term on the Statewide Independent Living Council has
concluded and expressed bittersweet feelings about wrapping up her time with SILC.

Executive Director’s Report:

¢ Received a letter from the Administration for Community Living (ACL) confirming
continued funding.

« Joined a nationwide transportation committee called Transportation Community of
Practice. This is a national group.

e Invited to participate in the Equal Opportunity for Employment Committee
Transportation Advisory Committee.

e Accepted to the Chicagoland Regional Transportation Committee; SILC will
receive a $3,500 stipend for participation.

» Met with Transportation Secretary Gia Biagi and Shoun Reese with IDOT. Karen
Tamley the ED of Access Living and other IDOT and AL staff.

o SILC hosted a webinar on February 21, 2025, titled “ The Untold Stories of Black
Deaf People & History”.

o Attended the SILC Congress in Orlando FL on March 11-13, 2025.

¢ Upcoming audit review is scheduled.

« Participated in a LEND (Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and
Related Disabilities) workshop.

» Planning a webinar for July or August on how ClILs can partner with emergency
management agencies.

e The lllinois Statewide Transition Conference will be held October 30-31, 2025, in
Springfield.

¢ Ongoing engagement with housing and Continuum of Care agencies.

¢ Planning an August retreat.




QOutreach Committee Report:

Richardson reported that there are still four vacancies on the Council. She is currently
working with the Governor's Office on the appointments of Charles Smith from
Bloomington and Eric Brown from Rockford. She was pleased to announce that Lisa
Cesal's reappointment has been confirmed.

Election of Officers:
Richardson discussed the election of officers for the new fiscal year July 1, 2025, through
June 30, 2026. A slate of candidates were presented and a private vote taken.

New officers are ~

Chairperson Hershel Jackson
Vice Chairperson Jae Jin Pak
Secretary Riley Anderson
Treasurer Emma Danielson

Operations Committee Report:
No report at this time.

Treasurer’s Report:
The financial reports for January, February and March 2025 were presented for review
and approval. A budget for fiscal year 2026 was presented for approval.

MOTION: A motion to approve the financial reports for was made by Paschedag and
seconded by Mellen. Motion carried.

MOTION: A motion to approve the FY2026 budget was made by Anderson and seconded
by Cesal. Motion carried.

INCIL Report:

Emily Witt, the INCIL representative, reported that Centers for Independent Living (CILs)
are actively working to close out fiscal year 2025. She noted that 20 of the 22 federally
funded ClLs are required to submit their fiscal year 2026 budgets through the Department
of Government Efficiency (DOGE).

She reports that the Home Modification Program is on target to complete 86 projects by
end of June.

Designated State Entity (DSE) Report:
Patrick Rhein, DSE representative, reported the department is fully funded at this time
and they have not heard of any changes at this time.

Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) Report:
Casey Burke, DDD representative, reported the division of DD is currently reviewing
waivers and collecting data.




Burke discussed House Bill 793, which phases out subminimum wage by December 29,
2029. The bill impacts 60 agencies with 14(c) certificates and hundreds of disabled
workers. These certificates currently allow organizations to pay workers with disabilities
a lower, productivity-based wage under the Fair Labor Standards Act.

lllinois State Board of Education (ISBE) Report:

Mike Keeney, representative from the lllinois State Board of Education (ISBE), reported
that operations are continuing as usual at the agency. At this time, ISBE has not
received any notifications or reports indicating potential funding cuts. The department is
currently focused on closing out fiscal year 2025 and preparing budgets, plans, and
programming for fiscal year 2026.

Closed Session:
Chairperson Tsao requested a motion to go into closed session. Staff were dismissed.

MOTION: Paschedag motioned for the Council to go into closed session at 10:45 am.
Anderson seconded the motion. Motion carried.

MOTION: Cesal motioned for the Council to come out of closed session at 10:54 am.
Anderson seconded the motion. Motion carried.

MOTION: Mellen motioned to approve a 4% one-time salary increase for the two staff.
Danielson seconded the motion, and the motion carried.

Guest Speaker: Peter Nye:

Peter Nye, Project Manager from the Administration for Community Living (ACL),
attended the meeting to share information about his role and responsibilities. He provided
updates on recent changes within ACL that may impact SILC operations and partnerships.
Nye emphasized the importance of resource development and fostering strong peer
relationships within the SILC network. He also noted that he and his team are-available
to provide technical assistance as needed.

Adjournment:
A motion was made by Pak to adjourn the meeting of the Statewide tndependent Living
Council of lllinois at 2:11 p.m. Morse seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned.

John Paschedag, Secretary
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