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Minutes of May 6, 2026 
 
Officers:   Hershel Jackson, Chair, Rock Island 

Jae Jin Pak, Vice-Chair, Chicago 
Emma Thompson, Treasurer, Springfield 
Riley Anderson, Secretary, Iuka 

 
Members:   Muhammad Ahmed, DoA, Chicago 

Eric Brown, Rockford 
    Lisa Cesal, Naperville 
    Timotheus Gordon, Chicago 
    Chelsea Jones, Springfield 
    Michael Keeney, ISBE, Chicago 

Rachael Mellen, Peru 
Saul Morse, Springfield 
John Paschedag, Edwardsville  
Noah Petashi, Chicago 
Patrick Rhein, DSE 
Charles Smith, Bloomington 
Emily Witt, INCIL Representative 

            
Staff:    Shelly Richardson, Executive Director 

Tara Dunning, Financial Manager 
 
Guests:   Laura Fussell, Communication Service for the Deaf, Inc 
    Karie Krolak, IDHS, Division of Rehabilitation Services 
 
Wednesday, May 6, 2026 
 
Call to Order: The quarterly meeting of the Council was called to order at 10:35 a.m. on 
Wednesday, May 6, by Chairperson Hershel Jackson. He welcomed attendees, confirmed a 
quorum was present, and read the Council’s mission statement. 
 
Approval of the Agenda: A motion was made by Pak to approve today’s agenda with changes. 
Mellen seconded the motion.  Motion carried.   
 
Approval of Minutes: The minutes of February 4, 2026 meeting were presented for review and 
approval as well as the minutes of the April 13, 2026 Executive Committee meeting.  
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MOTION: Smith moved to approve the minutes of February 6, 2026 meeting,  Anderson 
seconded. The motion carried. 
 
MOTION:  Smith motioned to approve the minutes of the April 13, 2026 Executive Committee 
meeting with corrections.  Cesal seconded the motion and the motion carried.   
 
Chair’s Report: 
Chairperson Jackson reported that he has continued working in his professional role supporting 
consumers and addressing day-to-day operational of the Center for Independent Living. He 
shared that recent efforts have included participating in APRIL committee work related to 
emergency preparedness, transportation, and advocacy, as well as attending monthly NCIL 
Coffee Chats to stay engaged with national independent living discussions. He also noted 
involvement in a Deaf Culture panel presentation attended by approximately 40 students.  
 
Chairperson Jackson reported that it is time to appoint new chairpersons for SILC’s standing 
committees and SPIL advisory groups. They are below ~ 
 
Operations Committee:  Timotheus Gordon  
Outreach Committee:   John Paschedag  
Advocacy Advisory Group:   Emily Witt     
Emergency Advisory Group:  Eric Brown     
Employment Advisory Group:  Rachael Mellen 
Housing Advisory Group:   Lisa Cesal (tentative)     
Transportation Advisory Group: Riley Anderson 
 
Executive Director’s Report: 
• Discussed moving advisory group meeting dates later in the month to allow for more accurate 
reporting numbers. 
• Reported on the SILC Congress and RTAC conferences that she was unable to attend. 
• Reported watching the Governor’s budget address and DHS’s related response. 
• Discussed concerns that SILC’s FY2027 budget is being stretched thin and that additional 
funding is needed. 
• Reported collaborating with other Region V SILCs to plan virtual trainings. 
• Reported that work will soon begin on development of the next State Plan for Independent 
Living (SPIL), including a public input session scheduled for May 28, 2026 in Rockford. 
• Discussed the August retreat and the possibility of involving CIL directors in the SPIL writing 
process. 
• Discussed the need to establish an ad hoc SPIL writing committee. 
• Discussed the CIL consumer satisfaction survey and the need to reduce associated costs. 
 
Closed Session:  
MOTION: Morse motioned to go into closed session at 11:17am. Brown seconded the motion.  
Motion carried.   
 
MOTION: Morse motioned to come out of closed session at 11:46am.  Mellen seconded the 
motion and the motion carried. 
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Outreach Committee Report: 
Richardson reported on current and upcoming board member appointments. She stated that 
Mellen, Ahmed, and Rhein are up for reappointment. Jackson has completed two terms, and his 
time on the Council will end on June 30, 2026. Richardson reported that new members Adam 
Cooper and Jennifer Meyers are expected to be appointed in the coming months. She also noted 
that Laine Tadlock is being considered for appointment pending approval from the Outreach 
Committee. Additionally, Richardson reported that Sara Witherell and DCFS representative 
Jackie Dortch have resigned from the Council, and a new DCFS representative is expected to be 
appointed shortly.  
 
Operations Committee Report:  
Gordon reported that the Operations Committee is scheduled to meet on June 11 to begin 
reviewing the bylaws. 
 
Election of Officers:  
Richardson discussed the election of officers for the new fiscal year July 1, 2026, through June 
30, 2027.  A slate of candidates was presented. 
 
MOTION: A motion to accept the slate and approve the officers was made by Paschedag and 
seconded by Morse.  Motion passed.    
 
New officers are ~ 

Chairperson    Jae Jin Pak 
Vice Chairperson Eric Brown     
Secretary   Riley Anderson     
Treasurer   Rachael Mellen 

 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Thompson directed Council members to the financial reports for January, February, and March 
2026 for their review and approval. 
 
MOTION: A motion to approve the financial reports for was made by Witt and seconded by Smith. 
Motion carried.  
 
Richardson presented the Fiscal Year 2027 budget for approval, noting that it reflects a $94,000 
reduction from the current Fiscal Year 2026 budget. She discussed rising health insurance costs 
and the increased expense of the consumer satisfaction survey, stating that both have placed 
significant strain on the Council’s finances. 
 
MOTION: Witt motion to table the approval of the FY2027 budget until the June 24, 2026 special 
meeting.  Brown seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  
 
INCIL Report: 
Witt reported that Centers for Independent Living are wrapping up the current fiscal year and 
submitting budgets for approval for the new fiscal year beginning July 1. She stated that there are 
approximately 50 home modification projects currently in the pipeline that must be completed 
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by June 30. Witt also reported on the upcoming INCIL Board Retreat taking place in Bloomington 
and discussed Rally Day scheduled for May 14, 2026, at the State Capitol. 
 
State Agency Reports 
Designated State Entity (DSE) Report:  
Patrick Rhein reported that no new updates at this time, noting that the agency remains in a 
steady, status-quo position. 
 
Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE): 
Michael Keeney reported no new updates at this time, noting that operations continue as usual 
and budgets remain unaffected.  
 
Advisory Group Reports 
Advocacy Advisory Group Report:  
Jackson referred members to the July Advocacy Advisory Group meeting minutes and shared a 
brief overview of current advocacy goals, objectives, and activities. 
 
Emergency Preparedness Advisory Group Report:  
Brown referred members to the July Emergency Preparedness Advisory Group meeting minutes 
and shared a brief overview of current advocacy goals, objectives, and activities. 
 
Employment Advisory Group Report:  
Mellen referred members to the July Employment Advisory Group meeting minutes and shared 
a brief overview of current advocacy goals, objectives, and activities. 
 
Housing Advisory Group Report:  
Richardson and Paschedag referred members to the July Housing Advisory Group meeting 
minutes and shared a brief overview of current advocacy goals, objectives, and activities. 
 
Transportation Advisory Group Report:  
Anderson referred members to the July Transportation Advisory Group meeting minutes and 
shared a brief overview of current advocacy goals, objectives, and activities. 
 
Adjournment: 
A motion was made by Anderson to adjourn the meeting of the Statewide Independent Living 
Council of Illinois at 2:47p.m. Smith seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned.  
 
 
____________________________   ____________________ 
Riley Anderson, Secretary     Date 
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