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Minutes of November 12, 2025

Officers: Hershel Jackson, Chair, Rock Island
Jae Jin Pak, Vice-Chair, Chicago
Riley Anderson, Secretary, luka

Members: Eric Brown, Rockford
Casey Burke, IDHS-DDD
Timotheus Gordon, Chicago
Rachael Mellen, Peru
Saul Morse, Springfield
John Paschedag, Edwardsville
Patrick Rhein, DSE
Sara Witherell, Galesburg
Emily Witt, INCIL Representative

Staff: Shelly Richardson, Executive Director
Tara Dunning, Financial Manager

Wednesday, November 12, 2025

Call to Order: The quarterly meeting of the Council was called to order at 10:30 a.m. on
Wednesday, November 12, by Chairperson Hershel Jackson. He welcomed attendees,
confirmed a quorum was present, and read the Council’s mission statement.

Approval of the Agenda: The agenda was reviewed, and a motion was made by Mellen
to add the audit review and the Conflict-of-Interest Policy. The motion was seconded by
Brown and carried.

MOTION: A motion was made by Pak and seconded by Gordon to include the virtual
voting members in the quorum. The motion carried.

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of August 2025, were presented for review.

MOTION: Mellen moved to approve the minutes of August 7, 2025 meeting, Paschedag
seconded. The motion carried.
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Chair’s Report:
Chairperson Jackson provided an update on his activities over the past few months. He

reported attending committee meetings, staying engaged with partners and stakeholders,
and supporting ongoing SPIL and SILC initiatives.

Executive Director’s Report:

Richardson reviewed the Conflict-of-Interest Policy, noting that all board members are
required to sign it annually. She asked that the signed forms be completed and returned
to Tara as soon as possible.

Richardson reported that planning is underway for a Region V Independent Living
Conference, an activity identified in the current State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL).
Region V includes lllinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Chio, and Wisconsin. This effort
supports SPIL's goal of strengthening knowledge and awareness of independent Living
issues among CIL management, staff, and board members through a multi-day regional
conference.

Richardson reported that the CIL consumer satisfaction survey is now being conducted
by the University of Illinois at Springfield, as the lllinois Institute for Rural Affairs at
Western lllinois University can no longer complete the project. She noted that the UIS
Center for State Policy and Leadership has taken over the work and is already making
needed improvements.

Richardson noted several upcoming meetings, including the State Rehabilitation Council
{SRC) and a November 19th discussion with transportation advocates and the lllinois
Association of Medicaid Health Plans (IAMHP).

She also reported that leadership mini grants for ClLs for SPIL year 2026 will be
announced soon. Richardson briefly addressed the federal government shutdown and its
impact for SILC and the CIL network.

Outreach Committee Report:

Committee Chair Jae Jin Pak reported that SILC currently has five vacancies. He expects
Chelsea Jones and Charles Smith to be appointed soon, with additional candidates, Tyler
McHaley and Adam Cooper, also moving through the process.

Disability & Immigration Task Force (DITI) Presentation:

Jae Jin Pak, joined by Michelle Garcia and Claudia Castillo, presented an overview of the
Disability and iImmigration Task Force of lllinois (DITI). They outlined the task force’s
mission to support immigrants, refugees, and asylees with disabilities through advocacy,
education, and culturally and linguistically appropriate services. The team highlighted past
work, including Know Your Rights trainings and muiltilingual rights cards that combine
disability and immigration rights information.

They emphasized the need to strengthen connections between ClLs and immigrant
communities statewide, noting gaps in outreach—particularly in central and southern
lllinois. Board members discussed challenges such as fear within immigrant communities,
limited interpreter access in rural areas, and the need for increased awareness among
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CIL staff. Suggestions included presenting at INCIL board meetings, hosting additional
webinars, and expanding communication channels.

Operations Committee Report:

Committee Chair TJ Gordon reported that Bylaws updates remain on hold while the
committee continues researching the Open Meetings Act and how it affects virtual
attendance. Richardson has contacted DHS for clarification, and Gordon noted that the
llinois General Assembly is expected to reintroduce legislation intended to address the
current confusion.

Treasurer’s Repotrt:

Richardson directed Council members to the Audit Review completed by Eck, Shafer &
Punke, CPA. She noted that this review is not a full audit but satisfies the updated
requirements for agencies with limited funding.

MOTION: Paschedag motioned to accept the audit review report. Anderson seconded the
motion. Motion carried.

Dunning directed Council members to the financial reports for July, August, and
September 2025 for their review and approval.

MOTION: Amotion to approve the financial reports for was made by Mellen and seconded
by Anderson. Motion carried.

INCIL Report:

INCIL Representative Emily Witt reported that many ClLs are short-staffed and are
struggling with the impacts of the government shutdown and food shortages in their
communities resulting from cuts to SNAP benefits.

She also provided updates on the home modification program and noted that the assisted
suicide bill passed despite opposition from the ClLs.

State Agency Reports

Designated State Entity (DSE) Report:

Patrick Rhein reported no major changes within the Division of Rehabilitation Services at
this time. While state agencies were notified of a required 5% reduction, leadership
indicated this is similar to past years and is not expected to significantly impact operations.
Vocational Rehabilitation services continue without reductions, and all vendors are
currently being paid as usual.

In response to a question about VR funds being tied to the federal continuing resolution,
Rhein stated he has not received any information indicating a concern. Current funding
is stable for this quarter, though the impact on future quarters remains unclear.

IDHS, Division of Developmental Disabilities:

Casey Burke from IDHS/DDD reported significant stress among providers across the
network. He gave an update on the Dignity and Pay transition efforts, noting that 15
organizations are currently funded to move away from 14C certificates and subminimum
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wage, with a statewide deadline of December 31, 2029, Some providers have already
ended subminimum wage practices, while others continue to face challenges—
particularly staffing shortages that make it difficult to develop alternative programming.

He also noted that SWTCIE is supporting 16 organizations, with an additional nine
receiving NEON assistance. Despite this progress, many providers still need support, and
the division hopes to continue expanding assistance in the coming years.

Advisory Group Reports

Advocacy Advisory Group Report: Richardson directed members to the minutes of the
last Advisory Group meeting in October and provided a brief update on the advocacy
goals, objectives, and activities.

Emergency Preparedness Advisory Group Report: Brown directed members to the
minutes of the last Advisory Group meeting in October and provided a brief update on the
advocacy goals, objectives, and activities.

Employment Advisory Group Report: Mellen directed members to the minutes of the
last Advisory Group meeting in October and provided updates on the employment goals,
objectives, and activities.

Housing Advisory Group Report: Richardson and Paschedag directed members to the
minutes of the last Advisory Group meeting in October and provided updates on the
housing goals, objectives, and activities.

Transportation Advisory Group Report: Anderson directed members to the minutes of
the last Advisory Group meeting in October and provided updates on the transportation
goals, objectives, and activities.

Adjournment:

A motion was made by Paschedag to adjourn the meeting of the Statewide independent
Living Council of lllinois at 2:21 p.m. Anderson seconded the motion and the meeting
adjourned.

DRen [~ ole (] 5-y-2t

Riley Andeidén, Secretabt’ Date

Approved: February 4, 2026



